296            THREE YEARS IN MANIPUR

the hill; I fired again, but no visible effect.
The enemy then retired under cover; but
at three p.m. they advanced in full force. I
lined wall (A) with fifty men, holding rest
in reserve in the fort.

* The enemy advanced to 600 yards, when
we opened volleys,  and after firing at us
wildly for half an hour, they again retired to
800  yards,  and  suddenly from  the hill   a
great " boom," a scream through  the  air;
then, fifty feet over our heads, a large white
cloud of smoke, a loud report, and fragments
of a 9-lb. or lo-lb. elongated common shell
from a rifle cannon fell between us and our
fort;   a second followed  from another gun,
and burst on our right; then another struck
the ground and burst on impact to our front,
firing a patch of grass ; they went on with
shrapnel.

* I  confess I   was  in  a horrid funk, for
although I knew that artillery has little or
no effect on extended troops behind a Jittle
cover,   I  dreaded  the moral effect on  my